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MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT — OPERATION SWALLOW 
Statement by Minister for Police 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Police) [2.05 pm]: Reducing motor vehicle theft is a priority 
for WA Police because this will, in turn, result in a reduction in other types of crime. We know from police 
analysis that car thieves also commit other crimes, including assaults, armed robberies and other thefts. Although 
some offences committed are opportunistic, others occur as a direct result of aggravated burglaries being 
committed on residential premises. Around 35 per cent of burglaries are committed through open or unlocked 
doors and windows, particularly during the summer months. The offenders responsible for committing these 
aggravated burglary offences often steal motor vehicle keys that are left in prominent locations within the home. 
The offenders then use those stolen keys to enable the theft of the motor vehicle from a property. Stolen motor 
vehicles are often then used by the offenders to commit further crimes. 

WA Police has been hard at work on catching these offenders and has put a great deal of effort into building new 
investigation strategies, gathering intelligence and targeting offenders. WA Police will be using a number of 
public awareness strategies to inform the public on how they can help police and Crime Stoppers in the fight 
against car theft and associated crimes. Last Sunday, police and Crime Stoppers launched a media campaign to 
raise awareness of such crimes, and to educate the public on what they can do to help police prevent the 
prevalence of such criminal activity. This campaign will complement a police operation, Operation Swallow, 
which is targeting such crime. Crime Stoppers is upping rewards for information from the public during 
Operation Swallow to $1 000. The awareness campaign is made up of free news media coverage on television, 
radio and in newspapers, and paid advertising on radio, online, outdoor and in local and state press. Three smart 
car billboards will be at shopping centres to encourage members of the public to ring Crime Stoppers with 
information. 
People might see variable message boards on trailers, parked alongside some arterial roads, with messages about 
crime prevention. Police officers will engage with members of the public at selected shopping centres to 
encourage them to call Crime Stoppers, to gather intelligence and to discuss crime prevention tips. A website has 
been set up for the duration of this campaign, upon which information on Operation Swallow and crime 
prevention can be viewed—www.yourgamesup.com.au. 

Police will be using social media to keep the public up to speed with what progress they are making with 
Operation Swallow. The awareness campaign has been carefully planned to both encourage information to 
police, but also to make people aware of the simple things they can do to reduce crime. 
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